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The Steering Committee were delighted to see so many of you at our Inaugural Meeting at 

Worplesdon earlier this month.  The great atmosphere and positive comments that we received 

are confirmation that this development is one that Bracco owners have been seeking. 

Thank you so much for creating such a positive beginning for the Club and for your confidence 

in the Steering Committee to formally take the proposal forward. 

Since the meeting, the bank account has been created, events are being planned that were dis-

cussed, and more and more new members are joining us.  We hope that we can take your enthu-

siasm forward into practical action and that we will all get as much fun and enjoyment as possi-

ble while we continue to learn more about this wonderful breed.  - Ric Turney 

We would like to invite you to our first fun day! Put July 27th in your diary, the fun starts at 

10.30am, bring your dogs and join us. Liquid refreshment will be available when you arrive, 

you can get to know everyone and find out where and when the activities take place. 

There will be lots of games including an obstacle course, hunt the sausage, scurry, KC bronze 

good citizen, fun dog show (waggiest tail, prettiest bitch etc). Experienced Working gundog 

trainers will be on hand to give advice and to explain what happens at working events. Advice is 

also available for anyone thinking of showing their Bracco or needing help with ringcraft. 

Please bring your own lunch but tea, coffee etc will be available all day. The sausages are just 

for the dogs!! Please drop Kay Gay an email to let us know you are coming - 

 

Peter568@btinternet.com We look forward to seeing you there. 

Please check the web site for directions and more details nearer the date. 

Contacts    

Chairman - Ric Turney  
ric.turney@hotmail.com 

 
Secretary -  Kim Parris   

bonario@lineone.net 
 

Treasurer -  Peter Gay 
peter568@btinternet.com 



The pedigrees page is on its way, This is 

a useful resource and one you have re-

quested, it is a huge job but we’re get-

ting there. Also asked for is the show 

results page, again - on its way!  Our  

Health Co-ordinator is busy compiling 

lots of useful information, both breed 

specific and general, so keep an eye on 

the health page.  

There are useful links to more informa-

tion on both the showing and working 

pages. If you know of any we’ve missed 

please let us know. 

Is there anything you’d like to see on 

the web site that is not there yet? Let us 

know. 

 

Although still very much under con-

struction the Club’s web site has lots of 

useful information and is worth a visit. 

We would like to make it your web site 

so if you would like to see your Bracco 

in the members gallery please send a 

good quality photo to  -   

bonario@lineone.net 

No people in the photos please and  be 

aware of any copyright issues. 

The only venomous snake in the UK is the 

adder (vipera Berus) pictured below. They 

come out of hibernation in the spring and 

snake attacks (although rare) are most 

likely to occur March, April and into early 

May, as this is the breeding season, when 

male adders lose their timidness as they 

search out mates and spend more time in 

the open.  

Like most wild animals snakes try and 

avoid conflict so even with nosy boister-

ous dogs the adder will get away without 

incident 99% of the time. It requires a 

snake cornered without retreat to bite, 

which is rare. So even if your dog does 

encounter one it is unlikely to receive a 

bite 

What to do if your dog does get bitten 

Stay calm, keep the dog calm, and get him 

to a vets immediately. 

It is important not to let the dog run 

around, this will keep its heart rate low 

slowing down the rate at which blood and 

any venom is pumped around the body.   

Dogs are bitten mainly around the nose 

and you would see the bite there as adder 

venom contains anti coagulants and it will 

bleed if envenomation has taken place. It 

will also start swelling considerably, the 

dog will obviously start to feel the effects 

and you will see that behaviour very 

clearly. Adder venom is quite a powerful 

cocktail, however, diagnosis of  a snake 

bite is quite easy, it is unmistakable com-

pared to the much lesser effects of an in-

sect sting and the effects are immediate. 

 

Dogs have a remarkable system to aid 

recovery from adder bites, but even so, 

fatalities occur every year due to vets that 

diagnose incorrectly and owners that don't 

take action. Recovery is not a certainty, 

but the adder’s reluctance to inject a full 

dose, the owner’s swift response and the 

vet’s actions make survival a very high 

probability, especially with a dog as big as 

a Bracco.   

It might help if you found a vet that has 

access to Zargreb European Viper anti-

venin which is suitable for Vipera Berus. 

Some people suggest the use of a tourni-

quet on the affected limb. There are two 

good reasons for not doing this, one its 

taking valuable time away from getting 

the dog urgent veterinary treatment and 

secondly if it is applied incorrectly could 

cause damage to the leg.  

Don’t bother taking an identifying photo, 

this will just take valuable time away and 

you also risk getting bitten. Besides there 

is only one poisonous snake in the UK 

Obviously, you will know where your 

local vet is but if you are planning on 

walking your dog somewhere strange and 

especially in areas where there is the pos-

sibility of adders it might be worth find-

ing out where the nearest vet is before 

you go. Some people suggest carrying 

Piriton, this may buy your dog a bit more 

time. I would suggest having a chat with 

your vet about snake bites next time you              

visit. 

health, it’s a common problem and there 
will be a host of answers. 

Just had a really rubbish day and feel 
like venting then general discussion is 
the place to do it…. We’ve all been 
there! 

But most of all it’s a place to chat with 
friends, get to know new ones and to  

discuss our favourite  subject the Bracco 
Italiano! 

A Members only forum has been cre-
ated, this to give you a place to discuss 
all things Bracco with like minded peo-
ple. 

If your Bracco has achieved something 
wonderful let us know.  

If you have a training query, ask, some-
one will have a helpful hint. 

You know of an interesting event 
Bracco owners might like to attend, list 
it under events! 

That aggravating mucky ear, ask under 

New members to the forum will need to  

be approved so it may be a short while 
before you have full access. 
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    Web site 

     Adders         

    Club Forum 

www.braccoitalianoclub.co.uk 

        B RA CCHAT 

http://Braccoitalianoclub.myfastforum.org 

 Membership cards will be available for 

collection at Windsor Ch. Sh. and at the 

Fun Day. 



Have you visited our Face book page? 

Bracco Italiano Club (UK). We are running a 

photo competition including four different 

categories - Puppy, Having Fun, Portrait and 

Working. It is very easy to enter just upload your 

photograph in the relevant album.  

You can catch up with the gossip while you’re 

there too! 

Working Events 

 
Plans are well underway for our first working test. This will be held at Rivers Wood, Balcombe, 

Near Haywards Heath. West Sussex on August 26th, Bank holiday Monday. Schedules will be 

sent to you soon. There will be 5 different classes from puppy up to open standard dogs and a 

class for Bracchi only. So what will the day involve? You will be expected to complete 4 tests 

usually a hunting test, where your dog will be required to cover a piece of ground with enthusi-

asm using the wind to its advantage. You may also be asked to stop the dog in order to see if the 

dog is working for you or its self, ie that it is under control. There will be a water test where you will be expected to com-

plete a retrieve either from or across water, depending on the class you are entered in. There will also be two other tests, 

possibly a seen or memory retrieve or a split retrieve and as you progress through the classes the tests get harder, with blind 

retrieves and greater distances. Each test is usually marked out of 25, so it is possible to score 100 points. The dog with the 

most points wins. In essence working tests are easy providing you can stop your dog, redirect it and send it in straight lines. 

If you have not entered a working test before but you have the basics in place try the Bracco only class, you will be 

amongst friends and receive plenty of support and encouragement. 

There will also be a raffle so if you have any of those unwanted Christmas presents they will be gratefully received. We 

will be holding a scurry during the day, which is a seen retrieve against the clock and the fastest dog is the winner. If you 

have never seen a scurry they can be quite noisy and very competitive, with people trying to beat each others times. 

Not forgetting those of you who are show orientated we offer the Conformation Assessment. Here a championship show 

judge will go over your dog and then write a critique, your dog will be graded, Excellent, Very Good or Good. All dogs 

graded excellent will be invited back at the end of the day to compete against each other for best of the conformation class. 

More than anything it is a nice day out with your dog and like minded people, with a picnic and perhaps a stop at the pub 

before you go home. So come and enter your dog and have a great day out with us. 

 
Shoot over day 

Ever wanted to take your dog to a shoot but don't have the 

contacts, confidence or knowledge, fear not, a shoot over 

day is the ideal way of finding out what its about. 

To this end we are organising a shoot over day on 16 No-

vember. the venue is near Uckfield, East Sussex by kind 

invitation of the Owlesbury shoot syndicate. The day will be 

open to all members however, it is aimed at dogs and own-

ers with little experience or access to a shoot. 

The only criteria will be that your dog has a degree of obedi-

ence, is controllable and not likely to disappear into the next 

county. This is a small syndicate shoot set up by people who 

own Hunt Point Retrieve gundogs and want to work their 

dogs as they were intended, a rough shooters dog. Therefore 

the guns are very experienced when it comes to shooting 

over HPRs and because of that experience they are sympa-

thetic and understand what it’s like to have a young or inex-

perienced dog. There will be no pressure if your dog does 

commit any small misdemeanors. 

The job of a dog on a shoot is simple, it’s to find and pro-

duce game for the Guns to shoot and then to retrieve it gen-

tly to hand with no damage to the bird. 

The objective of the day is for the dogs to achieve that, to 

hunt point and retrieve game. There will be some tuition 

from Rod Johnson and support from other experienced train-

ers, you will have at least two runs, working fields of stub-

ble, hedge rows, woodland, game crops, a riverbank and a 

disused railway line. So there is plenty of opportunity to 

find and point birds, including pheasant and partridge. 

We do not shoot ground game.  

This is not a competition but at the end of the day the 

guns will make an award to the dog they most enjoyed 

shooting over.  

In true BIC style it will be a relaxed, friendly day and we 

usually go to the local pub afterwards where everyone 

can chat about their day and the trainers and guns will 

happily discuss any issues you may have.  

Give it a go there’s nothing to be scared about. There are 

10 places available and the cost will be £30 per dog on a 

first come first served basis.  

To register your interest email Sue Parr 

 pruso@ntlworld.com 
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